NEWSLETTER

A ﬁ_[jing start o a life of /earning

-Monday 15" June 2026

Dear parents & carers, - Wow, what a busy start to our final term!

Term 6 began a day early for Year 6, who headed off to Liddington for their PGL residential. It sounds like they had a
fantastic time, enjoying new experiences, making wonderful memories and, by all accounts, getting very little sleep!

Over the last few weeks, we have welcomed a number of visitors into school, focusing on different areas of our
provision. The feedback has consistently highlighted how polite, respectful and engaging our children are in
conversation. We are incredibly proud of them and the way they represent our school.

The £10 challenge day was a particularly busy one. My office has been filled with the delicious smell of freshly baked
cookies all day, while the hall has been buzzing with excitement and activity. The children have produced some fantastic
projects that have clearly demonstrated teamwork, initiative, creativity and the skills of future entrepreneurs. It has
been wonderful to see their enthusiasm and hard work on display.

The school is also getting ready for our upcoming Art Exhibition. | have had a preview of the artwork on display, and it
looks amazing. The exhibition showcases a tremendous amount of hard work from both pupils and staff, and the
creativity on show is truly impressive. It is definitely worth a visit, and | encourage everyone to come along and enjoy
the children's fantastic achievements on Tuesday and Wednesday next week.

Last term also saw our Year 6 pupils complete their SATs, and this term the focus has shifted to the Year 1 Phonics
Screening Check and the Year 4 Multiplication Tables Check. We are incredibly proud of the effort and determination
shown by all of the children and thank our staff and families for their continued support in helping them achieve their
best.

Over the next few weeks, the diary continues to fill up with exciting events and opportunities. We will be supporting
children through transition activities, both within school and as they prepare for their next stage of education. We also
have Sports Day to look forward to, along with assemblies, school discos and many other end-of-year events.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to sharing many more highlights with you over the coming
weeks.

MERIT AWARD

Congratulations to everyone who received merit awards over the past couple of weeks...

5th June 2026
12th June 2026
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EAGLES RESIDENTIAL

Eagles class took a trip to PGL Liddington on a sunny Sunday at the end of ADVENTURE IN FULL SWING!
half term. After the departure of the parents (who seemed just as excited
as the children!) we headed to our dorms and got settled. The first night

saw us bust some moves at the silent disco before going on a sunset walk.
It’s best not to ask me how much sleep | got (or didn’t get) the first night!

Over the course of the trip, the children
participated in climbing, canoeing, the
trapeze, giant swing, buggy building,
archery and lots more! Eagles class were
amazing and lots of laughs were had- by
both staff and students!

The early morning breakfast starts
will not be missed (especially the
2nd morning when | slept through
the alarm and woke everyone up
just 10 minutes before meet time!)
but the children were a joy to take
and it was a great way to end their
time at Gastrells. | think it was clear
that the girls had the most giggles
and the boys made the most noise!

Thank you all for making the trip so
memorable.

A personal note of thanks to Mrs
Salter, Mrs Brain and Mrs Gryngarten,
without whom the trip would not
have happened. You are all
magnificent and made the trip so
enjoyable!

“Our residential irip was amazfng with incredible activities such as 9iaml swing, cfimbing wall canoeing and fmpeze, Lots
of PeoPle loved the {mpeze and giam‘ sw."ng, Pushing FeoPIe out of their comfort zone. We also 901( fo s{ay in super

com@ dorms in groups of four with two separm(e rooms in a row with a shower and a toilet. both with mirrors in that

People did their hair in. All of us 907‘ delicious breakfast lunch and dinners. We 9011 an oPﬁon fo bake a cooked breakfast

Over all, we had an incredible time and had a *hrf”ing 7er'f9,"
Written by a child in year 6.




SPARROWHAWKS TRIP

Sparrowhawks Class enjoyed a fabulous trip to the
Nature in Art Museum in Gloucester, where they
spent the day exploring creativity, craftsmanship
and the beauty of the natural world.

The day began in rather dramatic fashion, with the children waiting
for the coach in the pouring rain! Thankfully, by the time we
arrived, the weather had transformed, and we were treated to
glorious, unexpected blue skies for the rest of the day.

During the visit, the children took part in two very different but equally
impressive art workshops. They explored the fascinating technique of Batik,
creating striking designs using wax and dye, before trying their hand at wire
sculpting with epoxy resin. Both techniques were highly effective and gave
the children the chance to experiment with new materials and processes.

There was also time to explore the galleries, where the children carefully sketched their
observations and took inspiration from the incredible artwork on display, and meander
around the sculpture garden, finding some very impressive creations!

It was a wonderful day full of creativity and curiosity.
A warm thank you to our 2 wonderful volunteer helpers Jane and Rhian for joining us.




ART UPDATE

PRINTING, PRINTING, PRINTING
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This term, all classes have
been embracing the art of
printing, exploring different
techniques and discovering
the excitement of creating
bold, effective designs.

Eagles and Sparrowhawks have also had the special
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opportunity to try out Miss Mahaffy’s newly
acquired converted Victorian mangle, which
presses the ink beautifully into the paper and gives
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the children a real sense of traditional printmaking
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in action. Sparrowhawks Class have created
wonderful animals in their habitats using a foam
relief printing technique, producing striking images

| full of texture, pattern and detail.
Eagles Class, meanwhile, have
impressively turned their hand to lino
. printing — for many of the children,

il for the very first time. Their intricate
beetle designs were ambitious and
certainly not an easy process,
requiring patience, care and precision.
The results have been fantastic, and the children should be very
proud of the creativity and perseverance they have shown
throughout the process. Well done to everyone involved — a
fabulous celebration of printmaking across the school.




CERAMIC MARVELS

DINNER ON A PLATE

Year 5's "Dinner on a Plate" ceramic creations have now been glazed and fired—and don’t they look appetising!
The children have done an excellent job colour matching and using reflective painting techniques to bring their food
sculptures to life with remarkable realism.

TURTERLY FANTASTIC

Sparrowhawks' beautiful tortoise dishes have now been fired and painted, and they look fantastic! The children
have used iridescent acrylic paints in a wonderful range of colours and patterns, creating unique and eye-catching
pieces, ready for showing at the Summer Exhibition!

Ospreys’ bobble heads have now been painted with tempera paints,
and they are full of character! This was a particularly fiddly project, and
the children have done a superb job showing patience, care and
creativity to bring their unique creations to life.

BRITISH BIRDS HAVE THEIR COLOUR!

Peregrines class have been studying the beautiful colours of some of our favourite British garden birds, from robins
and blue tits to blackbirds and goldfinches. Carefully observing their colour palettes, the children used watercolours
to create these wonderful artworks, capturing the distinctive features and vibrant colours of each bird.
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WE ARE SO PROUD!

We are incredibly proud of our Nature Quiz team, who competed in
the next round of the Gloucestershire Nature Quiz against
Nailsworth and Foxmoor schools.

The children did exceptionally well and showed fantastic scientific
and nature knowledge throughout the competition. In fact, after
the initial four rounds, our team were in the lead thanks to their
impressive understanding of the natural world.

The final round, however, proved to be the most challenging. The
children were asked to identify a range of specimens, all of which
were plant-based and very tricky indeed. Although the team found
this round difficult, they still performed brilliantly and finished in
joint first place with Foxmoor.

Under the competition rules, in the event of a tie, the team who correctly identified the most specimens would be
declared the winners. This meant that, despite leading earlier in the quiz, we were narrowly pipped to the post at
the final stage.

Regardless of the final outcome, it has been a fabulous few weeks of meeting together, learning about nature, and
exploring the wonderful world around us. We are incredibly proud of all four members of our team, who have shown
enthusiasm, passion, curiosity and determination throughout the competition.

They represented the school brilliantly and should feel very proud of themselves.

SHARING EXPERIENCES

Thank you to all the children who have shared their nature experiences over
the past couple of weeks! How utterly amazingl...

Yuuki discovering at the bottom of his garden our only native legless ﬂ
lizard...the slow worm!

Hope
rescuing a
Magpie
fledgling!

&yra identifying evidence of Benji watching up close the)
beavers while first flights of a Tawny
paddleboarding near Bath! Owlett!
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a8 .. Years5and 6 did really well at the cricket tournament at Frocester on
(%‘ \.'.'-., 9 Tuesday.

gV g iy ') They worked incredibly well as a team, giving each other confidence and
o ' supporting one another through some challenging games.

Just the PRIDE values we want to see - well done team!

Owls Class have loved watching their Painted Lady caterpillars grow, form
their chrysalises and finally emerge as beautiful butterflies over the last few
weeks. Although the children did not get to see the butterflies being
released, as this happened during half term, they were very excited to hear
that they had safely flown free. It has been a wonderful opportunity to learn
about the life cycle of a butterfly and to see this amazing transformation up
close.

DRI 0O A5 K

There was great excitement at Gastrells when we welcomed a very special visitor for the day — Tilly the Tortoise!
Lyra and Aoifa very kindly loaned us their beloved pet to look after, and the children were thrilled to spend time with
her. We began by arranging a new, larger temporary home for Tilly so that she had plenty of space to explore
comfortably during her visit.

As we settled Tilly in, the children began discussing lots of interesting facts about tortoises. Did you know that a
tortoise’s shell is actually attached to its skeleton and grows with them as they get older?

At break time, Tilly joined us for a strawberry snack, and after break, she even helped Miss Mahaffy read the class
novel, proving herself to be a very calm and attentive reading companion!

Tilly’s adventures did not stop there. She ventured into other classrooms to say hello and also spent some lovely
roaming time in Owls with our EYFS children. They too enjoyed meeting her and learning more about these fascinating
reptiles.

A huge thank you to Lyra and Aoifa for trusting us with Tilly and allowing us to enjoy such a special day with her.
After all the excitement, exploring and meeting so many new friends, we expect Tilly slept very well indeed!
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You are warmly invited to this year’s ;"

Zumwer Art Exhibition

as we showcase and celebrate creativity from
across the school. Back by popular demand, this
year’s immersive UV glow room exhibit will return as;
6 ‘Out of this WorldV

{

Tuesday 16" June
KS1 viewing, 3.15-4.15pm ™

Wednesday 17" June %
2 KS2 viewing, 3.15-4.15pm 3

‘ Open to everyone 5.15pm - 6.45pm.
(Awards presented at 6pm)




We are looking forward to the upcoming FOG events, including a fabulous end-of-year disco for the children and the
FOG Annual General Meeting. Please pop the dates in your diary!

* You're Invited to a é{? ‘J))'

DISCO
02JULY <.

Gastrell's School Hall

B WHEN: *  WE REALLY NEED
| Thursday 18th June : NEW PEOPLE TO w
o Sesh ! GET INVOLVED! ¢p
WHERE: 2
| Via Zoom. Even a little help makes a

big difference. Committee
roles aren't scary - we'll
support you!

Link will be shared
nearer the time.

INTERESTED?

Email us at

friendsofgastrells@gastrells.gloucs.sch.uk /—>

or
@ Join our WhatsApp group:
https://chat.whatsapp.com/HBMDjilaO4kEkyEO4zXSNr

ARE VERY WELCOME TO ATTEND.

Qz;} ALL PARENTS, CARERS AND TEACHERS THANK YOU!
———

THANK YOU

A friendly reminder to all parents: please do not
park in a way that blocks residents' driveways during
drop-offs, as access must be kept clear at all times.
Please also note that only vehicles displaying a valid
permit are permitted to enter the school car park.




STAFF RECOMENDATIONS




TERM DATES

SUM

MER 2 TERM

JUNE JULY
01 [Summer 2 Term Starts 02 |Owls - Bristol Zoo Trip
03 |[KS2 Rounders 02 |Owl Experience - Sparrowhawks & Peregrines
03 [Nature Quiz Round 2 02 |FOG Disco!
04 |[Cricket Competition 06 & 08| Year 6 Production, Matilda, 6pm
04 [Sparrowhawks Trip, ‘Art in Nature’ Museum 07 [KS2 District Sports
06 |Pre-loved Clothes Sale - FOG 09 | Y4 Multiskils
10 [Y2 Dodgeball 13 |KS1 Sportshall Athletics
12 | £10 Challenge 14 |KS2 Sports Awards 2pm (Parents welcome)
15 [KS2 Swimming Gala 15 |KS1 & KS2 Dance Festival
16 - 17 | Summer Art Exhibition 15 |iRock Concert, parents welcome, 2.30pm
18 |[FOG AGM 17 |Leavers Assembly 11am
19 |Y5 Activity Morning, Archway 17 |End of Term 12.15pm
24 KS1 Distrcit Sports
24  [Drumming Concert, parents welcome 2.30pm
30 [Sports Day, Mini Olymipcs am, Races pm

We will continue to add events to this page

throughout the term.

TERM DATES 25-26 INSET DAYS ATTENDANCE ACROSS THE SCHOOL
= (1st June - 10th June 2026)
Term 1| Wed 3% Sept - Fri 24" Oct 2025 Mon | 1" September 2025 S
— Owls 91%
Term 2| Tue 4" Nov - Fri 19" Dec 2025 Tue 2" September 2025 .
= Peregrines 95%
Term 3| Mon 5™ Jan - Fri 13" Feb 2026 Mon | 3" November 2025 T— 94%
h 0
Term 4 Mon 23 Feb - Fri 27" Mar 2026 Mon | 19"January 2026 = = -
parrownawks 0
Term 5| Mon 13" Apr - Fri 22™ May 2026 Mon | 20" July 2026
Goshawks 96%
Term 6 Mon 1* June - Fri 17" July 2026
Eagles 89%




TERM DATES 2025-26

SCHOOL TERMS AND HOLIDAYS fg9loucestershire

2025/26  COUNTY COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER
Ion 1 8 15 22 29 Mon 6 13 20 27 Mon 3 10 17 24
Tues 2 9 16 23 30 Tues 7 14 21 28 Tues 4 11 18 25
'Wed 3 10 17 24 Wed 1 8 15 22 29 Wed 5 12 19 26
Thur 4 1N 18 25 Thur 2 9 16 23 30 Thur § 13 20 27
feri 5 12 19 26 Fri 3 10 17 24 3 Fri 7 14 21 28
Sat 6 13 20 27 Sat 4 1 18 25 Sat 1 8 15 22 29
Sun 7 14 21 28 Sun 5 12 19 26 Sun 2 9 16 23 30
DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY
rton 1 8 15 22 29 Mon 5 12 19 26 Mon 2 9 16 23
Tues 2 9 16 23 30 Tues 6 13 20 27 Tues 3 10 17 24
Wed 3 10 17 24 3 Wed 7 14 21 28 Wed 4 11 18 25
Thur & 11 18 Thur - 8 15 22 29 Thur 5 12 19 26
feri 5 12 18 Fri 2 9 16 23 30 Fri 6§ 13 20 27
Sat 6 13 20 27 Sat 3 10 17 24 3 Sat 7 14 21 28
Sun 7 14 21 28 Sun 4 1 18 25 Sun 1 8 15 22
MARCH APRIL MAY
|mon 2 9 16 23 30 Mon B 2 z Mon 0 [REIREY 1
Tues 3 10 17 24 31 Tues T 14 21 28 Tues 5 12 19 286
Wed 4 11 18 25 Wed B 15 2 29 Wed & 13 20 27
Thur 5 12 19 26 Thur 2 9 16 23 30 Thur 7 14 21 28
e 6 13 20 27 Fri - 10 17 24 Fri 1 8 15 22 29
Sat 7 14 21 28 Sat 4 11 18 25 Sat 2 9 16 23 30
Sun i 8 i85 2 2 Sun 5 12 19 26 Sun 3 10 17 24 3N
JUNE JULY AUGUST
|von 1 8 15 22 29 Mon 6 13 20 27 Mon 3 10 17 24-
Tues 2 9 16 23 30 Tues 7 14 21 28 Tues 4 11 18 25
wed 3 10 17 24 Wed 1 8 15 22 29 Wed 5 12 19 26
Thur 4 11 18 25 Thur 2 9 1 23 30 Thur 6 13 20 27
feni 5 12 19 26 Fri 3 10 17 24 3 Fri 7 14 21 28
Sat 6 13 20 27 Sat 4 11 18 25 Sat 1 8 15 22 29
Sun 7 14 21 28 Sun 5 12 19 26 Sun 2 9 16 23 30
Term Time Holidays | I Christmas Bank Holidays 25" December 2025
|Bank Holiday 26" December 2025
New Year Bank Holiday 1% January 2026
Term 1: Mon 1 Sept — Fri 24" Oct 2025 40 days Good Friday 3™ April 2026
Term 2: Mon 3™ Nov — Fri 19" Dec 2025 35 days Easter Monday g™ Apnl 2026
Term 3: Mon 5" Jan - Fri 13” Feb 2026 30 days Early May Bank Holiday 4" May 2026
Term 4: Mon 23" Feb — Fri 27 Mar 2026 25 days Spring Bank Holiday 25" May 2026
Term 5: Mon 13" April — Fri 22™ May 2026 29 days Summer Bank Holiday 31" August 2026
Term 6: Mon 1% June — Mon 20 July 2026 36 days

Total 195 days*




TERM DATES 2026-27

-

SCHOOL TERMS AN’/ K ) A4 AY , ;@ 1 Jloucestershire

2026/27 e T oUNTY cCOUNCIL
SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER
Mon 7 14 21 28 Mon 5 12 19 28 Mon 2 9 18 23 3
Tues 1 % 12 DN Tues & 13 20 27 Tues 3 W 17 24
Wed 2 % 23 30 Wed 7 28 Wed 4 18 26
Thur 3 10 17 24 Thur 8 18 2% Thur 5 16
Fri 4 11 18 25 Fri 2 9 1% 23 % Fri 6 13 20 271
Sat 5 12 19 26 Sat 3 10 17 24 31 Sat 7 14 21 28
Sun 8 13 20 27 Sun 4 11 18 25 Sun 1 8 15 22 2
DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY
Mon 7 14 21 - Mon 4 11 18 2% Mon 1 8 48 22
Tues 1 8 158 22 9 Tues S 12 19 26 Tues 2 9 18 23
'Wed 2 9 16 23 X Wed 6 13 20 27 Wed 3 10 17 24
Thur 3 10 17 24 MM Thur 7 14 21 28 Thur 4 11 18 25
lFr 4 11 18 Fri - 8 15 22 20 Fri 5§ 12 19 28
Sat 5 12 19 28 Sat 2 9 16 23 30 Sat 6 13 20 27
Sun 8 13 20 2 Sun 3 10 17 24 MM Sun 4 21 28
MARCH APRIL MAY
Mon 1 8 1% 9;- Mon 50 12 19 28 Mon - 10 17 24 -
Tues 2 9 16 23130 Tues 6 13 20 27 Tues 4 11 18 25
Wec 3 10 17 24 3 Wed 7 14 21 28 Wed 5 12 19 286
Thur 4 11 18 25 Thur i 8 15 22 29 Thur 6 13 20 27
Fri s 2 vl Fri 2 9 16 23 0 Fri 7 14 21 28
Sat & 13 20 27 Sat 3 10 17 24 Sat 1 &8 15 2 29
Sun 7 14 28 Sun 4 11 18 25 Sun 2 9 186 23 30
JUNE JULY AUGUST
Mon 7 14 21 28 Mon £ 12 19 28 Mon 2 9 16 23 -
Tues 1 8 15 22 20 Tues 6§ 13 20 71 Tues 3 10 17 24 RN
[Wec 2 9 16 23 Wed 7 14 21 .28 Wed 4 11 18 25
Thur 3 10 17 24 Thur 1 8 15 22 B8 Thur 5 12 19 28
Fri 4 11 18 25 Fri 2 ¢ 1% 23 20 Fri 8 13 20 21
Sat S5 12 19 286 Sat 3 10 17 24 Sa T 14 21 28
Sun € 13 20 27 Sun 4 11 18 25 Sun 1 8 1§ 22 29
Term Time Holidays I Christmas Bank Holidays 25™ December 20286
Bank Holiday LINSET 26" December 2026

New Year Bank Holiday 1" January 2026
Term 1: Tue 1* Sept - Fri 23° Oct 2028 39 days Good Fnday 26™ March 2027
Term 2: Mon 2™ Nov = Fn 18° Dec 2026 35 days Easter Moncay 29" March 2027
Term 3: Mon 4™ Jan - Fn 12" Feb 2027 30 days Early May Bank Holiday 3™ May 2027
Torm 4: Mon 22™ Febd ~ Thur 25" Mar 2027 24 days Spring Bank Holday 31" May 2027

| ]

Teorm 5: Mon 12% April - Fri 28™ May 2027 34 days Summer Bank Holiday 30" August 2027
Term 6: Mon 7" June - Wed 21" July 2027 33 days

Total 195 days*

“195 days are defined a3 “School days”. [n thwe school year 2026727 pupils must sttend or 150 days.  Schools may Oecide
NaMAdualy or CORSCHively wiich 5 days in [he yoar are INSET of non-contact days (days pupds ¢o not need 1o attend). Academes
and froe schools are not legaly bound by school day and schodl yoar roguiations; however, the DIE has stalted they should be
WO fowdrds & manmum of 32.5 hours par sehod! widk by Seplémber 2024 sl the leles!

Please Note: As por ihe Governanie Bandaook, aaderies and froe hodls Can Choose 1o st thee Oan lerm dates. Schools considening
ADTIAY e TR OF CONUINrrg CNBNQE T 10 [hew LOROOH O ering Lrme i May wath 19 corlact our Trarsoort Toam 10 diicuty rantdoet
ST P 4 BT COPACT IOCH P AN DrOveiE 1D OVicull Wit Pt et SO Phave




SAFEGUARDING

The positives of being a young carer

“I have made new friends
that | never thought |
would - some have similar
experiences to me and
some don't.”

I am able to look “I am resilient.”

after myself.”

‘I am really independent
and can do most things
for myself.”

"1 can cook and deal
with money.”

“I have learnt new skills and
done things that | didn't
know | was capable of.”

“I am confident to deal with > .
| am able to empathise
new and challenging with others.”
situations.”

C

KIDS CAMP  ©

UNLIMITED FUN FOR AGES 3-14!

0 Dinglewell Junior 0 Groft School
Q) st cowaras @ stva's
© cotswola school (@ {inaham il sehool

ARTS & CRAFTS « FOREST SCHOOL « INFLATABLES - SPORTS « CIRCUS SKILLS « DANCE
POLYDRON CONSTRUCTION « CAMP'S GOT TALENT « FARM EXPERIENCE « SWIMMING




